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The Killing Fields 
World War I 

 
Overview: WWI remains one of the bloodiest and most destructive wars ever. Its global impact on 
humanity was devastating. The allied and central powers leading the battles -- Germany, France, and 
Britain – did not make any great gains, despite their efforts to advance their positions, and suffered and 
inflicted extraordinary casualties.  
 
You will be assigned one of three battles of World War I. On the internet, you are to research that battle 
and answer the listed questions regarding that battle.  
 
Battles (circle the battle you have been assigned):   

• Battle of Verdun 
• The Battle of Somme 
• The Battle of Ypres 
 

 
Questions to answer: 
 

1. Where did the battle occur? 
 
 
 
 

2. What led to its occurrence? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What were the battle conditions (such as the weather)? 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Who was involved? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. How many casualties were there? 
 
 
 
 
 



6. What types of weapons were used? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What was the end result of the war?- Who won the battle? What effect did it have on everything 
around it, including civilians? 

 
 
 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Resources: 
 
Verdun 
• Battle of Verdun          http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/maps/maps_verdun.html 
• Verdun—The Battle of France     http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/historian/hist_audoin_03_verdun.html 
• Battle of Verdun: The Crucible    http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/historian/hist_winter_15_verdun.html 
• Map - Battle of Verdun,  Overview of Battle, Feb-Dec 1916   
              http://www.firstworldwar.com/maps/graphics/maps_33_wfront_verdun_(1600).jpg 
 
 
Somme 
• The Battle of Somme              http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/maps/maps_somme.html 
• John Keegan: The Battle of Somme http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/historian/hist_keegan_04_shells.html 
• Too Few Doctors at the Front        http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/historian/hist_keegan_05_doctors.html 
• July 1, 1916: The Somme             http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/historian/hist_simkins_06_somme.html 
• Map - Third Battle of Ypres 
http://www.firstworldwar.com/maps/graphics/maps_61_wfront_cambrai_(1600).jpg 
• Map - Battle of the Somme, Overview of Battle, Jul-Nov, 1916 
http://www.firstworldwar.com/maps/graphics/maps_34_wfront_somme_(1600).jpg 
 
 
Ypres 
• The Battle of Ypres             http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/maps/maps_ypres.html 
• The Battle of Passchendaele (Ypres) 
http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/historian/hist_wilson_06_passchendaele.html 
 
 


