The Holocaust

Since the end of World War Il, the Holocaust hasrbeepresented as the culmination of humanityatgse evils and
encapsulated in the notoriety of Auschwitz.

What was Auschwitz?

Auschwitz was the most stream-lined mass killingteeever created and was one of the five "deatipsa constructed by
the Nazis.

Construction of the camp began after Heinrich Hiemalrdered its creation on April 27, 1940. Auschwibntinued to
grow until 1945 when it was evacuated by the Na&ischwitz was composed of three large camps arsidamps.
Auschwitz | or "the Main Camp" was the original sec of the camp that was built near the Polishrt@ivOswiecim. At
the entrance of Auschwitz | stood the infamous $igi stated "Arbeit Macht Frei" (work makes oresei.

Because of the continued influx of prisoners, Augthll or "Birkenau" was built. Birkenau was buédpproximately 3
kilometers (1.5 miles) away from Auschwitz | andswhe real killing center of the Auschwitz deatimpalt was in
Birkenau where the dreaded selections were captiedn the ramp and where the sophisticated andaiaged
underground gas chambers laid in waiting.

Auschwitz 11l or "Buna" was built last as "housinigl the forced laborers at the Buna synthetic emlfctory.
What happened when people arrived at Auschwitz?

Jews, Gypsies (Roma), homosexuals, asocials, aisjiand prisoners of war were gathered, stuffeddattle cars on
trains, and sent to Auschwitz. When the train séopgt Auschwitz II: Birkenau, prisoners were fortedisembark from
the train and gather upon the landing - the ramp.

On the ramp, SS officers would make selections.tMasnen, children, and those that looked unfit mihealthy were sent
to the left; while most young men and others thettenfit would be sent to the right. Though theseptedid not know this
at the time, the left line meant immediate deati@tgas chambers and the right meant probablé &reat hard labor.

At the ramp, these selections split families. Theeemany stories of young boys leaving the righoin their mothers on
the left, thus unknowingly dooming themselves ®dhas chambers or indeed young men choosing thesivgy leaving
their mother's side to join their father.

The majority of the people sent to Auschwitz wetkes sent directly to the gas chambers or theyevgent after a few
months of hard labor.

Nazi Experiments

High altitude

In 1942, Sigmund Rascher and others conductedditghele experiments on prisoners at Dachau. BEagiémd out how
best to save German pilots forced to eject at hltitude, they placed inmates into low-pressurerdiers that simulated
altitudes as high as 68,000 feet and monitored gigisiological response as they succumbed and Ra&scher was said to
dissect victims' brains while they were still alieeshow that high-altitude sickness resulted ftbenformation of tiny air
bubbles in the blood vessels of a certain patetitrain. Of 200 people subjected to these expeatsn80 died outright
and the remainder was executed

Twins

In an effort to find ways to more effectively mpliy the German race, Dr. Josef Mengele performgeaxents on twins
at Auschwitz in hopes of plumbing the secrets oftiple births. After taking all the body measurerntseand other living
data he could from selected twins, Mengele anddliaborators dispatched them with a single ingttf chloroform to
the heart. Of about 1,000 pairs of twins experirenipon, only about 200 pairs survived



Poison

Researchers at Buchenwald concentration camp dmabld method of individual execution by injectingsBian prisoners
with phenol and cyanide. Experimenters also tegheihus poisons on the human body by secretingoasxthemicals in
prisoners' food or shooting inmates with poisondis! Victims who did not die during these experntsevere killed to
allow the experimenters to perform autopsies.

Tuberculosis

To determine if people had any natural immuniteetiberculosis, and to develop a vaccine agaiestigease, Dr. Kurt
Heissmeyer injected live tubercle bacilli (bactdhiat are a major cause of TB) into the lungs ofédtes at the
Neuengamme concentration camp. About 200 adulestsogied, and Heissmeyer had 20 children from Bz hung in
an effort to hide evidence of the experiments fepproaching Allied forces.

Bone, muscle, and joint transplantation

To learn if a limb or joint from one person coulel $uccessfully attached to another who had lostithk or joint,
experimenters at Ravensbruck amputated legs andidgne from inmates in useless attempts to transgt@m onto other
victims. They also removed sections of bones, negselnd nerves from prisoners to study regenerafitese body parts.
Victims suffered excruciating pain, mutilation, goermanent disability as a result. In an attemfint an antidote to
phosgene, a toxic gas used as a weapon during Wiatd, Nazi doctors exposed 52 concentration-cprigoners to the
gas at Fort Ney near Strasbourg, France. Phosgeneagses extreme irritation to the lungs. Manpefprisoners, who
according to German records were already weak atdaurished, suffered pulmonary edema after exgosund four of
them died from the experiments.

Sterilization

To come up with an effective means of sterilizingions of people with a minimum of time and effodioctors at
Auschwitz, Ravensbruck, and elsewhere conductedrampnts on both men and women. They radiatedeh#ads of
young men, and then castrated them to study thétireschanges in their testes. A woman had casstistances forced
into her cervix or uterus, which caused horriblenpbleeding, and bursting spasms in the stomalsh.tiiousands who
were sterilized suffered untold mental and physacegjuish.



